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“John & Maria’s organising skills and attention to detail meant that 
nothing was left to chance and so this plus their friendliness and 
assistance, if needed, made this painting holiday a relaxing experi-
ence. All I had to do was enjoy the excellent food, wine and good 
company – oh, and of course the painting. Being an all inclusive 
holiday, this was very good value for money.” 

“Thank you so much for making the painting course i nto a 
very enjoyable holiday as well. I will certainly re commend you 
and Sardinia as the place to go and the people to g o with to 
my friends.” 

“I feel having been taught by Anne (Lang) I would like to go on her 
courses in England. I feel more confident about starting a watercol-
our and the completion. For me it was the best of both worlds, 
plenty of painting and painting in beautiful surroundings.” 

“We really enjoyed our stay with you and want to th ank you 
again for looking after us so well.  Do keep us inf ormed of 
next year's holidays.  We certainly can and will re commend 
you to our Irish artist friends.” 

“Many thanks for all your hard work to make my week in Sardinia 
so enjoyable. I really had a great time, learnt a lot, gained a lot of 
confidence that I can become (with a lot more practice) a 
reasonable artist, and made some new friends who I hope to meet 
again on a future painting holiday. It really was a holiday that 
ended far too soon, so mille grazie once again.” 

“I was especially impressed by the way John and Mar ia organ-
ised and planned the holiday and their lovely, frie ndly ap-
proach and attention to every detail.”  

“The care and attention you and John had given to every detail 
was obvious.  I really enjoyed the food as well - I think it was lovely 
to be eating traditional food prepared by obviously very good 
cooks.” 

“Thank you again for all the care and thought that you put into 
making our holiday in Sardinia such an enjoyable on e. Sue 
and I thoroughly enjoyed it and look forward to vis iting you 
again.” 

“We got a superb taste of the real Sardinia and the group was 
great fun - we all got along really well, but I think that most of the 
credit must go to the pair of you for all your hard work and effort, 
which was non-stop for the whole week (and no doubt for some 
time before and after the week we saw!)” 
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relaxing painting holidays  

Rosemary Hale 
Rosemary Hale is a professional artist and 
tutor based in Staffordshire. Her natural ability 
as a teacher combines with an enthusiasm for 
painting, which is as fresh now as it was when 
she first discovered it many years ago. Her aim 
is to create an informal and enjoyable environ-
ment in which to learn and she 
gains great pleasure from wit-
nessing a student's satisfaction 

at the end of a successful workshop or holiday. She 
believes strongly in teaching through painting dem-
onstration and in giving one-to-one tuition when 
practical.  

Rosemary likes her paintings to have a 
sense of time and place, combining a tradi-
tional style of painting with atmosphere and 
movement, and working mostly in watercol-
our and pastel.  Rosemary teaches the year 
round in weekly classes and workshops, 

though she also 
demonstrates to painting groups across 
the country and writes for Leisure Painter 
magazine. More examples of her work 
may be seen on her website:  

www.rosemaryhale.co.uk  

Prices & Details 
 

8 Days / 7 Nights  

Full-board accommodation & all local transportation 

Professional art tuition throughout 

Day trips to beautiful painting locations 

Rustic dining, regional dishes & great local wines 

Light weight easels, sun umbrellas, chairs and boards provided 

£995 

No single room supplements 

£200 discount for non painting partners 

Direct flights from Gatwick, Manchester, Bristol &  

East Midlands to Bastia, Corsica (flights not included) 

Corsica  
“discover the island of beauty” 



A simple rustic mansion house hotel in a great 
car free village location with spectacular sea 
views down to Algajola Bay as well as breath-
taking views on to the surrounding countryside 
with very helpful and 
friendly staff.  

Towering above the 
coast, the villages of 
La Balagne  have  

changed little over the centuries and 
here you will experience a way of life 
that is essentially Corsican. 

Village life is at a slower pace, ideal for those looking to get away 
from the hustle and bustle of 21st century life, in which to paint, 
relax or read a good book, whilst still being just a short drive from 
the Balagne's beautiful white sandy beaches. (free daily shuttle to 
the beach). 

The celebrated Casa Musicale is located in one 
such hilltop village—Pigna , a compact cluster of 
orange roofs and blue shutters and a good place 
to get a feel of the traditional culture of Cor-
sica. There are potters, painters, music box 
makers, musicians and jewellery craftsmen all 
based here. This peaceful, picturesque environ-
ment makes a thoroughly unique holiday experi-
ence for both painters and non-painters alike.  

Casa Musicale is traditionally Corsican 
in style, charming and friendly with 
simply furnished comfortable en-suite 
rooms. There is a pleasant sunny court-
yard and terrace where breakfast and 
dinner is served, offering its guests a 
taste of traditional regional dishes and 
a fine selection of local wines. Meals 
are an integral part of our holidays, sometimes made all the more 
lively by locals’ impromptu singing and dancing.  

All meals – including wine with dinner – are provided throughout 
your stay. Breakfast is a continental 
buffet and lunches a mix of picnics and 
local restaurants, depending on the 
painting day. There is also a bright and 
airy painting studio available for our 
guests to use. 

Every Saturday and Tuesday during the 
season, Festivoce organise Corsican 

music concerts at the Casa and the recently finished oratorium in 
Pigna hosts many Corsican musicians who tour the island during 
the summer months.  

In addition to painting in and around 
Pigna, and in the charming hilltop village 
of Sant’ Antonino , we will also go on 
painting / sightseeing trips to Calvi , a 
picturesque harbour town dominated by 
the Genoese Citadel, to the lovely, white 
sandy beach of Algajola  with its inviting 
crystal clear 
water; to L’lle 
Rousse , a 
laid-back sea-

side town with a market held every 
morning in a majestic covered 
market place – all beautiful places 
to set up our easels and paint.  

Sant’Antonino,  the oldest inhabited vil-
lage on Corsica, is perched on a granite 
hilltop. It is essentially pedestrian due to 
its vaulted archways and cobbled streets 
although the other way to explore the 
village is by mule - the traditional form of 
transport. The village affords 360° views 
of the surrounding countryside and coast. 

Calvi , imagine the perfect “picture post-
card” Mediterranean; a colourful array of 

buildings, cobbled streets climbing 
up to a Genoese Citadel, harbour-
side cafés and restaurants, and a 
pine fringed crescent of silver sand 
stretching as far as the eye can 
see. This is Calvi, offering an 
abundance of inspirational painting 
subjects. 

L'Ile Rousse lies at the foot of the 
Balagne hills, a laid-back seaside town 
with beaches of white sand and a bustling 
marketplace and cafés beneath the plane 
trees in the village square. Named after 
the islets that blush a deep russet red in 
the sunset and with the warmest climate 
in Corsica it is an ideal spot for a great 
painting day. 

Algajola  is a charming, sleepy little vil-
lage with a long stretch of beach, half way 

along the coast between Calvi and L'Ile Rousse. An ideal 
place to relax, unwind and dodge the crowds, the town re-
mains calm and tranquil even in the height of summer. Alga-
jola is a real treasure, wandering around the streets and pas-
sageways allows you to discover wonderful Corsican scenes. 

Hotel Casa Musicale About Corsica 
Despite being our closest Mediterranean 
island, Corsica remains a mystery to 
most Brits; it has a lot to offer and many 
different layers to discover. Described 
by the French writer Balzac as “A 
French island basking in the Italian sun” 
there are both French and Italian influ-
ences plus a uniquely Corsican flavour. 

Dotted along the coast between 
the towns of Calvi and L’Ile 
Rousse lie the villages, sandy 
beaches and secluded coves that 
make the area of La Balagne so 
appealing. Backed by high moun-
tains that remain snow capped 
until early summer, the landscape 
demonstrates that Corsica is a mountain in the sea. Honey hued 
villages with real Corsican character cling to the mountains. 

As with Corsica itself, the island's cui-
sine is best described as somewhere 
between French and Italian but there 
are also many aspects which are dis-
tinctly Corsican. The earthy style cook-
ing takes its inspiration from the land, 
with sun-
loving fruits 

and vegetables, cured meats and 
cheeses. Corsicans take their food and 
drink very seriously, it is quite common 
for locals to take a leisurely three-course 
lunch accompanied by a few glasses of 
Corsican wine. 

Corsica Weather Chart 

Corsica holds the sunshine record for France, with an average of 
2,793 hours per year - that is 7.5 hours a day. 

Temperature ºC (Average Max.) 

Flying from the UK to Corsica  

With a flying time of around 2 hours, direct flights to Corsica depart 
on a Sunday from May until the beginning of October. Flights are 
available from East Midlands to Bastia with BMI Baby and from 
Manchester, Bristol and London Gatwick to Bastia with Easyjet. 

Painting Excursions 


